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Drill Instructor of the Year, Gunnery Sgt. Antonio 
Ceritelli, accepts his award from Sergeant Major of the 
Marine Corps, Sgt. Maj. John L. Estrada, at a joint awards 
ceremony in Quantico, Va., Nov. 1. Official USMC Photo

Th anksgiving is a time for the Ma-

rine Corps Recruit Depot and West-

ern Recruiting Region family to pause 

and enjoy a day of rest, relaxation, and 

fellowship. As families and friends 

gather, Th anksgiving also provides an 

opportunity to show 

our gratitude for the 

blessings we enjoy in 

a free and prosperous 

nation. Marines, Sail-

ors, Coast Guardsmen 

and civilians of the 

Depot and Region, 

and all of your fami-

lies can take pride in 

the fact that your service and sacrifi c-

es preserve the privilege of living and 

working in a free society character-

ized by the highest ideals of liberty. 

Nearly half a century ago, Presi-

dent Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed 

Th anksgiving as a time when Ameri-

cans should celebrate “the plentiful 

yield of our soil … the beauty of our 

land … the preservation of those ide-

als of liberty and justice that form 

the basis of our national life, and the 

hope of international peace.” Now, in 

the midst of our resolute war on ter-

rorism, President Eisenhower’s hope-

ful words point us to our collective 

obligation to continue defending the 

enduring principles of freedom that 

form the foundation of our nation.  

As the Th anksgiving season ap-

proaches, I off er my appreciation to 

you, the Marines, Sailors and civilians 

of the Depot and Region, who serve 

our nation with a level of devotion 

and selfl ess service unequalled in 

any other profession. You recruit and 

train the future of our Marine Corps 

twenty-four hours a day, upholding 

those principles of freedom and our 

core values of honor, courage and 

commitment.  

Th anksgiving is also a time for 

families to join in celebration and 

reunions. Families have long provided 

strength and values to the men and 

women of the Depot and Region. We 

are especially grateful to, and for, our 

family members who likewise dedi-

cate themselves to lives of selfl ess sac-

rifi ce for country and Corps. Marine 

families are a seemingly inexhaust-

ible source of support and of pride 

and inspiration. We are honored and 

humbled by the privilege of serving 

for and alongside them. 

And so to all of you, the dedicated 

men and women of the Marine Corps 

Recruit Depot and Western Recruit-

ing Region - uniformed and civilian 

- thank you for all you do and for 

the signifi cant contributions each of 

you make in defending our constitu-

tion and our way of life. Please enjoy 

your celebrations with your friends 

and families and remember those who 

fi ght and stand ready far from home.  

Happy Th anksgiving and Semper 

Fidelis!

Si l

Brigadier General, U.S. Marine 

Corps

FROM 
OUR
CG

Reunite with families, friends 

this Th anksgiving holiday to 

celebrate freedom, nation

GENERALLY SPEAKING|CORPS TURNS 230

Brig. Gen. John M. Paxton Jr., depot commanding general, shares his thoughts on the 230th 
birthday of the Marine Corps during the depot cake cutting ceremony. Pvt. Charlie Chavez/Chevron

by Lance Cpl. Dorian Gardner 
Chevron staff 

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, Sgt. Maj. John L. 

Estrada, presented the annual drill instructor of the year 

award to Gunnery Sgt. Antonio Ceritelli at Marine Corps 

Air Facility, Quantico, Va., Nov. 1.

Every year, Parris Island and San Diego’s top-perform-

ing drill instructors fi nd their way to Headquarters Ma-

rine Corps for the fi nal board where the drill instructor 

of the year will be selected. Marine Corps Recruit Depot 

San Diego has taken this award home for three consecu-

tive years, according to Ceritelli. 

Before he arrived in Quantico for his fi nal review 

board, Ceritelli went through two previous boards at 

regiment and battalion levels. 

“We as a company recommended him for the regimen-

tal board,” said 1st Sgt. Robert Eriksson, Company E fi rst 

sergeant. “A lot of it had to do with his depot experience. 

If you have a drill instructor who only has three cycles 

under him, you are not going to nominate him.”

Ceritelli had three years of experience on the drill 

fi eld, including time spent with special training compa-

nies, according to Eriksson. “His performance and expe-

rience aboard the depot speak for themselves.”

“I was honored to be nominated because I knew what 

high-caliber Marines I was competing against here on

SEE Instructor, pg. 2

Depot drill instructor takes top honors in Corpswide board
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BRIEFS

Blood
Th e Naval Medical Center San Di-

ego Blood Donor Center will conduct 

a “Th anks-for-Giving” Blood Drive 

Nov. 22, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. outside 

McDougal Hall in conjunction with 

the Holiday Safety Stand Down. 

Due to the cold and fl u season, 

donations drop to critically low levels, 

according to the NMCSD Web site. 

Th e Blood Donor Center continues 

to send increased amounts of units in 

its weekly shipment of blood for the 

troops. 

For more information, please con-

tact Doreen Rekoski at (619) 532-6653.

Thanksgiving meal at Seau’s 
On Th anksgiving Day, the Jr. Seau 

restaurant will provide a free lunch for 

25 individuals. Th e uniform will be 

proper civilian attire. Th e vans will be 

leaving the recreation center at 12:30 

p.m. Th e event is open to anyone. For 

more information, contact Cpl. Kelley 

Bentley or Kelley Sitar on the global or 

at (619) 524-5655.

EFMP
Recently, Sgt. Devin Mitchell and 

his wife were in need of care for her 

extensive medical problems. His 

relocation from Okinawa to 29 Palms 

proved to be a problem until they 

found that they were eligible for as-

sistance from the Exceptional Fam-

ily Member Program, an eff ort that 

accommodates to service members 

and their family members who have 

special needs. For all Marines aboard 

the depot who believe they may need 

assistance, there is a point of contact 

aboard the depot to assist with your 

problems. To get more information, 

contact Jan King, EFMP coordinator, 

at (619) 524-6078. 

Jay Leno taping 
Th e Jay Leno show is scheduled to 

host an all-military audience Nov. 23 

with spots reserved for the MCRD 

single Marines. Marines will sit in for 

the taping and enjoy a Th anksgiving 

dinner courtesy of NBC studio. Th e 

uniform of the day will be service 

deltas without nametags. A van will be 

leaving the recreation center at 12:30 

p.m. with no estimated time of return. 

Names are needed no later than today. 

To reserve your seat in the audience, 

contact Kelley Sitar on the global or at 

(619) 524-5655. 

Recycling reminder
Recycling eff orts and dedica-

tion continues to be outstanding for 

MCRD. Trash tonnage going to the 

landfi ll has declined, while recycling 

tonnage has increased for Fiscal Year 

2006. Th anks from the recycle center 

and remember these simple guidelines: 

Cardboard, paper, plastic, metal, and 

wood products are recyclable. Red 

recycle bins are available throughout 

the depot and at the recycle center. 

Green dumpsters are for trash only. 

Every bit of eff ort put into sorting and 

separating recyclables helps improve 

the effi  ciency of your program.

SEND BRIEFS  TO scott.dunn@usmc.mil. 

The Chevron staff reserves the right to 

publish only those briefs that comply 

with Department of Defense regula-

tions and the standards of the U.S. 

Government.

by Sgt. Robbie A. Blowers
Contributing writer

“Welcome to Th e Suck.”

Th is is the phrase I’ve repeatedly heard used to 

describe my right arm, my mother, my father, my heart, 

and the air that fi lls my lungs – my Marine Corps. 

Now, wait. Before you stop reading and dismiss this 

as mindless ooh rah drivel, just bear with me for a few 

minutes.

I walk out of the movie theater a little tired, a little 

drained (it’s about 1 a.m., and my shift  at Post Marshall’s 

Offi  ce started at about 4:45 the previous morning), but 

also with a hint of an adrenaline rush. I’ve just seen Sam 

Mendes’ “Jarhead”, a big-screen adaptation of former 

Marine scout sniper Anthony Swoff ord’s 2003 novel, and 

I’m still deciding whether I liked it or not.

As I’m walking, I look around and notice all of the 

people leaving the theater that have the same haircut as 

me. Not really the standard-issue high and tight, but that 

modest halfway-point between being a true devil dog 

and a lame attempt to nonchalantly blend into the civil-

ian sector. Th en I notice that they’re all looking at me the 

same way I’m looking at them. 

 Normally we’d pass by each other, see the haircut, 

the walk, and the look, and never think twice about 

it. But not right now. Right now we look at each other 

and suddenly we are on the same team again. We ac-

knowledge each other with respect and we remember 

what it felt like when we graduated boot camp, back 

when we were all Marines instead of grunts, or MP’s, 

or admin guru’s or whatever. We remember that whole 

band of brothers idea, and, at least brief ly, we don’t 

have to be ashamed to show that we’re proud of it in 

public. 

I leave the mall and head home with my wife, still 

contemplating “Jarhead”. Th e movie is based on author 

Anthony Swoff ord’s experiences with the Surveil-

lance and Target Acquisition Platoon during the Gulf 

War. Th e lead character, Swoff , played by a brilliantly 

intense Jake Gyllenhaal, briefl y relives his seemingly 

unsatisfactory pre-boot camp lifestyle, and then walks 

us through each painstaking experience in becoming a 

jarhead. Th is includes a fi ve-minute stint with his drill 

instructor Staff  Sgt. Fitch, who is painfully reminiscent 

of R. Lee Ermey’s infamous Gunnery Sgt. Hartman in 

“Full Metal Jacket”. 

Th e audience is then introduced to Swoff ’s shot spot-

ter, Cpl. Troy portrayed by Peter Sarsgaard, who helps to 

ease the suff ering of Swoff ’s transition into the fl eet, as 

well as several other Marines who would become Swoff ’s 

platoon mates. Sarsgaard delivers an emotionally grip-

ping performance, and could very well be up for his fi rst 

Academy Award nomination for best supporting actor, 

according to Michael A. Smith of Nolan’s Pop Culture 

Review. 

Th e fi lm goes on to cover Swoff ’s induction into 

STA Platoon, his deployment to Saudi Arabia during 

Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and all of 

the action, or should I say, lack of action, he encoun-

ters thereaft er. All of this while under the supervision 

of a daunting Jamie Foxx, who plays Swoff ’s seasoned 

platoon sergeant. 

While the film is a visual masterpiece, with 

breathtaking images of Marines illuminated only by 

Kuwait’s burning oil fields, it’s premise is more than 

likely to be misunderstood due to the fact that it is 

seemingly a war movie without a war. Misunderstood 

by civilians, that is. 

You see, I understand what hurry up and wait means. 

I understand what sitting in the desert in 120-degree 

heat, cleaning my weapon over and over again, not doing 

anything but hydrating, thinking about my girl back 

home, and planning what kind of food I’m going to eat 

when I get back can be like. I understand what it means 

to be in that Marine’s shoes. 

Now I park my truck and walk into the house and 

head straight for the computer where I Google “jarhead 

reviews.” Instantly I’m bombarded with dozens of movie 

reviews from critics spanning the U.S. 

Glenn Whipp from the Los Angeles Daily News says, 

“Th e fi lm’s lack of meaning seams all the more egre-

gious, particularly since even wartime inaction contains 

large doses of political consequence.” 

A.O. Scott from the New York Times says, “Jarhead 

is a movie that walks up to some of the most urgent and 

painful issues of our present circumstance, clears it’s 

throat loudly and says nothing.” 

Dozens more reviews pit the movie against “Brave-

heart” and cite its lack of action. More reviews call it 

boring and tedious – an “anti-war” fi lm. 

It is now that I realize why I love this movie. As 

I read bad review aft er bad review from dozens of 

journalists and columnists who are all well versed in 

cinematic do’s and don’ts, I realize that they are all 

civilians. Th ey don’t understand that this movie was 

never meant to compare or compete with “Platoon” and 

“Full Metal Jacket”. 

I think back to when I was in the theater, sitting next 

to one of my fellow Marines, watching on the edge of 

my seat as Jake Gyllenhaal breathes deeply, exhales and 

clicks his weapon to fi re. I relish the slow, steady squeeze 

of the trigger, the pop, the recoil, and the beauty of the 

tight shot group. One shot, one kill. 

Now I think of my wife who sat next to me and 

watched the same images, but on a completely diff erent 

level. She didn’t feel it the way I did. She didn’t under-

stand the angst behind six lance corporals building a 

pyramid of sandbags in the rain, just to take them all 

down again and restack them. She didn’t get the joke 

when the communications went down and everybody’s 

gas mask was broken. 

Th e fact of the matter is that “Jarhead” is a Marine’s 

Marine movie. If you’re expecting to see two hours 

of silver-star gallantry and non-stop action, go watch 

something else. But if you want to see what it’s really 

like to be a Marine, “Jarhead” hits the nail square on 

the head. 

Sorry, recruit, Jody really did hook up with your girl-

friend while you were at boot camp. Yes, staff  sergeant, 

the radio really is dead and no, we don’t have a replace-

ment battery. And no, I didn’t go to the desert and earn a 

Navy Cross for saving twelve Marines during 48 hours of 

continuous fi refi ghts, but I was ready to, and I’d do it if I 

had the chance. 

Civilians can see this movie and appreciate it in 

they’re own right, or not. Th ey can write all the good 

reviews or bad reviews they want, but the bottom line is 

that they’ll never truly understand this fi lm for what it 

truly is. 

We the few, we the proud, are the only ones who will 

see this movie and understand it. And whether the Ma-

rine is active, reserve, retired, or just did the fab-four 

and got out, he or she will be there. Whether we like it 

or not, the Marine Corps is and will always be our right 

arm, our mother, our father, our heart, and the air that 

fi lls our lungs. We will all forever be jarheads. And the 

Marines who are out there killing and dying in Iraq, 

or in Afghanistan, or in some other far corner of the 

world – they will always be us. 

Ooh rah. 

Blowers is a military policeman with the depot Provost 

Marshalls Offi  ce.

Jarhead relates to feature fi lm
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the drill fi eld,” said Ceritelli. 

Drill instructors are required to spend 

their past year with a recruit training 

company and previously receive the 

drill instructor or senior drill instructor 

of the quarter award before they can be 

nominated on the battalion or regimental 

board. 

“Each board was pretty much the 

same,” said Ceritelli. “I knew what to 

expect.”

 According to Ceritelli, winning this 

award came as a complete surprise. “I 

didn’t know I was going to be accepting 

the award until 30 seconds before when I 

was promoted to gunnery sergeant.

It is tradition to promote the drill 

instructor of the year. Aft er three years 

as a staff  sergeant, Ceritelli came back to 

Company E with his award and new rank.

Th e most well-known challenge on the 

drill fi eld is the long hours and the toll it 

takes on family, according to Ceritelli. 

“Th e long hours required and the hard-

ship that occur in the family because of it 

make this job harder,” said Ceritelli. 

Th ough hours and family struggle 

make the military occupational specialty 

more demanding than most, men like 

Ceritelli feel it is their duty to serve. 

“Joining the Marine Corps, I didn’t 

have any long-term goals,” said Ceritelli. 

“I had no aspirations or focus in life. Once 

I became a Marine, I became focused on 

my career path. I guess I do this so that 

I would be able to help some of these re-

cruits make the same changes. I owe it to 

the Marine Corps.”

Lance Cpl. Kaitlyn M. Scarboro
Chevron staff 

Two depot religious program sailors 

won the title of RP of the Year of Marine 

Corps Shore Nov. 8.

Petty Offi  cer 1st Class Denis J. Abeling 

and Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class David Arietta 

were notifi ed late Tuesday morning that 

they were the Senior and Junior Head-

quarters Marine Corps RP of the Year for 

Marine Corps Shore, respectively.  

Both sailors work in the depot chap-

lain’s offi  ce. Abeling, the senior enlisted 

advisor to the command chaplain, is being 

awarded for the second time. Arietta is the 

most junior sailor in the offi  ce and a fi rst 

time recipient of the award.

“Petty Offi  cer Arietta is a very compe-

tent, capable and committed member of 

the Navy Marine Corps Team. I am fortu-

nate to have him on the religious ministry 

staff  and take pride in knowing that such a 

deserving young man has been singled out 

among many highly competitive peers for 

this great honor,” said Capt. J. W. Poole, 

depot command chaplain. 

“He could be an E-5 in less than a year 

and a half in the Navy. When he joined, he 

just hit the deck running,” said Abeling.

Th e board is divided into sailors who 

serve on shore and those who serve at 

sea. Broken down further, RP’s who serve 

green-side work directly with Marines 

and those on blue-side work directly with 

sailors. Th e sailors stay in their respective 

junior and senior enlisted category, as well 

as their shore or sea category.

To be awarded, Arietta and Abeling 

fi rst submitted a packet of their creden-

tials to a review board that chooses the RP 

of the Year for Marine Forces Pacifi c. 

Th e winners of the MarForPac RP of 

the year competed against Marine Forces 

Atlantic for Headquarters Marine Corps 

RP of the Year. 

Th e winners of the Headquarters Ma-

rine Corps RP of the Year will compete on 

the Chief of Chaplains’ board where the 

RP for the entire Navy will be decided.

Arietta is admittedly more physi-

cally active than most sailors, working out 

more than three times before lunchtime 

on some days. Arietta works closely with 

recruits and believes that all of the time 

and eff ort he spends with them had an 

infl uence on the choice to award him.

“I do everything with recruits; repel-

ling, moto runs, hikes on my days off . I go 

out there with them, talk to them and try 

to make (recruit training) fun for them,” 

said Arietta.

Arietta’s previous accomplishments 

include a Letter of Commendation for 

being Sailor of the Quarter for the depot 

in 2004, a Navy Achievement Medal for 

his collateral duty as supply offi  cer for the 

depot chaplain’s offi  ce and a tan belt in the 

Marine Corps Martial Arts Program.

Arietta is scheduled to leave in March 

for Chaplain and RP Expeditionary Skills 

Training.

“Personally, I didn’t do anything; it was 

all God. I didn’t do anything more than 

anybody else does,” said Arietta, a native 

of Phoenix.

Petty Officer 3rd Class David Arietta is 
the Junior Religious Program Specialist of 
the Year for Headquarters Marine Corps. 
Serving just over a year and a half in the 
Navy, the award was a surprise for the 
junior sailor. Lance Cpl. Kaitlyn M. Scarboro/Chevron

“His uniform appearance is always 

number one, his haircut: number one, 

physical appearance: number one,” said 

Abeling. “If he keeps going in the direc-

tion he’s going, Arietta can expect to be 

the best RP in the Navy.” 

“I do everything to my full potential, if 

not more,” said Arietta.

Arietta’s packet is scheduled to be sub-

mitted to the Chief of Chaplains’ board in 

early December.

RP of the YEAR
Depot sailors take coveted 
award for service on land

A recruit from Platoon 2130, Company E, crosses monkey bars during his 
company’s run of the strength and endurance course here Nov. 8. The course is 
comprised of several different types of workout stations. Pvt. Charlie Chavez/Chevron

MONKEYING AROUND

by Navy Capt. Jim Puttler
Contributing writer

Let me ask you a personal question: 

“Do you consider yourself to have a good 

or a bad reputation?” You may think this 

is a pretty dumb question, because most 

of us would think of ourselves as having a 

good reputation. Why would you want to 

have a bad one? Oft en we may fi nd great 

disagreement with what others think of 

us.

Someone once said that people’s 

reputations are known either by direct 

experience or hearsay. Webster’s dic-

tionary defines reputation as “overall 

quality or character as seen or judged 

by people in general” or “recognition by 

other people of some characteristic or 

ability.”

We can agree that good reputations 

are particularly important. We have a 

tendency to trust those institutions, busi-

nessmen, leaders and professionals who 

have good reputations, and we avoid do-

ing business with those who have shady 

or bad reputations.

For example, we would probably not 

turn over our life savings to a stockbro-

ker, unless that person had a proven track 

record of successful investments. We 

might listen skeptically to a young or in-

experienced stockbroker and invest little 

with that person until we were certain 

that any larger investment would be safe 

with him. We would most certainly not 

give that broker any of our cash if we had 

learned that others had lost investments 

with him.

Do you think that it is possible to 

change your opinion of someone once 

you have made up your mind about 

their reputation? Do you remember the 

submarine captain, Cmdr. Scott Waddle 

of the USS Greenville? By all accounts, 

he was a very professional and competent 

commander. He was on the fast track to 

bigger and more responsible jobs. Th en, 

one day, several civilians were aboard 

his sub for a special visit. Th e submarine 

executed a rapid ascent, stuck a Japanese 

training vessel, the Ehime Maru, killing 

nine students and sending the training 

vessel to the bottom of the sea.

Th e incident destroyed his naval 

career. He was relieved of command and 

lost his good reputation as a ship’s com-

mander.

Reputations seem to be very fragile. 

Th ey can change from good, decent and 

hard working to untrustworthy in a mat-

ter of seconds. Reputations seem to be 

diffi  cult to earn. In some cases, it takes 

a lifetime of good and faithful service 

to establish a reputation that others can 

trust.

Reputations allow us to build ade-

quate networks of trust with one another 

so that we might build a decent society 

and culture. If I was able to see into the 

hearts and minds of those around me 

to see people’s real intentions, I would 

never be able to trust them. Likewise, I 

am sure you would react in a similar way 

to my inadequacies and sinful nature. 

Th ank God for your good reputation! 

Protect that reputation as one of the 

most important possessions you have. 

Protect the reputations of others as well, 

because someday maybe you will need 

them to defend yours.

Puttler is the chaplain for III Marine 

Expeditionary Force.

Th e value of a good reputation; Okinawa chaplain 
explains importance, diffi  culty of maintaining one
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by Pvt. Charlie Chavez
Chevron staff 

Marines, sailors, recruits and civilians 

celebrated time-honored traditions and the 

Marine Corps’ 230th birthday during the 

Marine Corps Recruit Depot Cake Cutting 

Ceremony on Shepherd Field Nov. 9.

Th e guest of honor Mr. J. Alvin Jorge 

was born in Dubuque, Iowa and enlisted in 

the Marine Corps in 1942. Jorge served in 

World War II and participated in the infa-

mous battles of Iwo Jima and Guadalcanal.  

Th e ceremony began with the traditional 

reading of John A. Lejeune’s birthday mes-

sage, written in 1921, and messages from 

the Commandant of the Marine Corps and 

the depot’s Commanding General Brig. 

Gen. John M. Paxton Jr. 

Next, Marines took the depot back in 

time with a uniform showcase that modeled 

the metamorphosis of uniforms through 

out the Corps’ existence. While Marines 

walked Shepherd Field, music in coherence 

to the era whistled along as Staff  Sgt. Scott 

Dunn, narrator, announced a brief descrip-

tion of the uniforms.

“It was a lot of fun. It wasn’t uncomfort-

able or anything. It was more like a fl ash-

back that made you wonder and think about 

Marines from the past,” said Lance Cpl. 

Junior A. Caba, who normally serves as a 

post offi  ce clerk here but played the role of 

a Marine from the 1898 Spanish-American 

War.

Finishing the showcase, the birthday 

cake was carried out to the melodic sound 

of the Marines’ Hymn. Th e oldest Marine 

present, Jorge, cut the fi rst piece and handed 

it to Pfc. Donald Clouse Jr., the youngest 

Marine present, who was born March 2, 

1988. 

Brig. Gen. Paxton addressed the depot 

with a heart-fi lled message dedicated to the 

Corps and the people who have worn the 

cloth of our nation and acknowledged Jorge.

“Th e Marine Corps birthday is a time to 

refl ect and reaffi  rm the legacy and prodigy 

of the Corps,” said Brig. Gen. Paxton. “We 

have many Marines from many diff erent 

wars who have worn the uniform of the 

Marine Corps present here and they have 

set a wonderful example for the recruits at-

tending this ceremony to follow. Th e Corps 

must continue to provide America with our 

strong resolve and leading example,” said 

Brig. Gen. Paxton.

Aft er the speech, the cake was carried 

off  in ceremonial fashion and Brig. Gen. 

Paxton dismissed the depot with his bless-

ing to the depot and the nation.

Marines, sailors and guests fi nished the 

day with a special lunch of steak, shrimp 

and lobster served at Duncan Hall.

J. Alvin Jorge, the oldest Marine present, passes the first piece of cake to Pfc. Donald Clouse Jr., the youngest Marine 
present. The transfer symbolizes the passing of traditions and heritage to the next generation.

Recruits filled the bleachers at Shepherd Field, lining both sides of Shepherd Pavilion, for the cake-cutting ceremony Nov. 9.  Pvt. Charlie Chavez/Chevron photos

Pfc. Jason L. Silva, portraying a Marine of 1812, stands at parade rest as other Marines in the uniform 
showcase pass by at Shepherd Field Nov. 9.

Company I drill instructors Sgt. Edward J. Madriz and Staff Sgt. Victor M. Moyado slowly march to the Marines’ Hymn, bringing the cake to the 
front of the reviewing stand to be cut.

Depot personnel celebrate 230 
years of Marine Corps History

Regimental Chaplin Cmdr. Mike Mueller begins the ceremony with a prayer.
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Platoon 2134
COMPANY HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. P. Herman
Parkvile, Mo.
Recruited by 
Sgt. J. Morgan

Platoon 2135
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. L. Putman
Prescott, Ariz.
Recruited by 
Sgt. T. B. Mckeown

Platoon  2131
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. E. D. Fuentes
Waco, Texas
Recruited by 
Sgt. D. V. Truman

Platoon 2133
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. R. Farrell
Tukwila, Wash.
Recruited by
Sgt. P. Wilson

Platoon 2129
HIGH SHOOTER (241)
Pfc. J. A. Berry
Huntington, Texas
Marksmanship Instructor
Sgt. Ruiz

Platoon 2129
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. T. J. Blaker
South Soiux City, Neb.
Recruited by 
Sgt. M. G. Stowe

ECHO COMPANYECHO COMPANY
These are America’s 
newest Marines and their 
leaders at Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot San Diego. 
Company E graduates 572 
men today: 

SECOND RECRUIT TRAINING 
BATTALION
Commanding Offi cer
Lt. Col. V. A. Ary 
Chaplain
Lt. Cmdr. E. S. Pease 
Sergeant Major
Sgt. Maj. T. T. Hoskins
Battalion Drill Master
Gunnery Sgt. P. Duncan 

COMPANY E
Commanding Offi cer
Capt. T. R. Demann
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. R. E. Eriksson 
Company Corpsman
Hospitalman J. N. Columna

SERIES 2129
Series Commander
1st Lt. J. P. Kearns
Series Gunnery Sergeant 
Gunnery Sgt. A. E. Ceritelli

SERIES 2133
Series Commander
Capt. J. Tee
Series Gunnery Sergeant
Gunnery Sgt. M. Lett

MARINE BAND SAN DIEGO
Band Offi cer
CWO 2 E. M. Hayes
Band Master
Gunnery Sgt. B. C. Paradis

COLOR GUARD
Sgt. J. L. Hibbs
Sgt. R. D. Opie
Pfc B. C. Price
Pvt. R. A. Sickles

PLATOON 2129
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. M. A. Betancourt
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. H. Ruano
Staff Sgt. L. G. Brostowski
Sgt. J. Opie

Pfc. T. D. Acosta 
Pvt. P. Amador Jr. 
Pvt. M. G. Ambriz Jr. 
Pvt. M. J. Arrington 
Pvt. K. W. Ashmore 
Pvt. C. G. Atwood 
Pvt. J. A. Berry 
*Pfc. T. J. Blaker 
Pfc. S. A. Bogut 
Pvt. P. L. Bowers Jr. 
Pfc. D. A. Brehm 
Pfc. J. L. Bryson 
Pfc. K. L. Bucklew 
Pvt. D. R. Burkard 
Pvt. M. G. Callen 
*Pfc. A. J. Carter 
Pvt. J. P. Castanonmuniz 
Pfc. A. A. Christiano 
Pvt. C. J. Clark 
Pfc. J. J. Corriveau 
Pvt. S. J. Courtney 
Pvt. E. S. Crozier 
Pvt. C. D. Davis 
Pvt. K. M. Day 
Pvt. C. E. Decker 
Pvt. S. L. Dundee 
Pvt. C. R. Dunegan 
Pfc. D. B. Durant 
Pvt. R. I. Duron 
*Pfc. D. J. Eaglebull 
*Pfc. D. K. Fero 
Pvt. M. R. Ford 
Pvt. M. S. Forster 
Pvt. R. F. Frizell 
Pvt. L. A. Fuentes 
Pvt. J. Gomez 
Pvt. B. J. Grace 
Pvt. B. M. Grezik 
Pvt. C. A. Hamilton 
Pvt. C. J. Hayes 
Pvt. R. M. Heath 
Pvt. M. A. Heck 
Pvt. L. T. Houser 
Pfc. J. D. Jackson 
Pfc. D. L. Johns 
Pfc. D. A. Johnson Jr. 
Pvt. S. A. Kaiser 
Pvt. B. E. Keezel 
Pfc. J. M. Lampich 
Pvt. M. T. Laney 
Pvt. A. R. Lawler 
Pvt. D. A. Lawler 
Pfc. A. B. Leituala 
Pvt. G. E. Long 
Pvt. E. C. Lopez 

Pvt. F. Lucero 
Pvt. J. A. Manzo Jr. 
Pvt. M. D. McCabe 
Pvt. M. M. McCants 
Pvt. Z. A. McKinstry 
Pvt. J. D. McNiece 
Pvt. C. W. Millage 
Pvt. D. W. Miller 
Pfc. E. S. Mitchell 
Pvt. N. E. Moore 
Pfc. S. A. Moore 
Pfc. J. J. Moss 
Pvt. A. J. Murphy 
Pfc. A. Nacu 
Pvt. R. L. Orsborn 
Pvt. J. Osegueralopez 
Pvt. M. C. Rossi 
Pvt. J. Salas 
Pvt. Z. T. Sibley 
Pvt. J. A. Sweatt 
Pvt. T. B. Tantlinger 
Pfc. M. Tsosie 

PLATOON 2130
Senior Drill Instructor 
Sgt. F. W. Ortega
Drill Instructor 
Sgt. M. C. Swenson 
Staff Sgt. M. Rodriguez
Sgt. J. A. Henry

Pvt. D. J. Anaya Jr. 
Pvt. E. P. Armas 
Pvt. D. S. Arnold 
Pfc. A. M. Babcock 
Pvt. M. W. Bahre 
Pvt. A. G. Barrett 
Pvt. K. J. Bogner 
Pfc. J. M. Browe 
Pvt. D. B. Buechler 
Pvt. J. W. Campbell 
Pvt. S. G. Cayetano 
Pvt. M. J. Cesal 
Pvt. J. R. Chavarro 
Pvt. J. D. Cobb 
Pvt. N. R. Cole 
Pvt. C. A. Coulter 
Pvt. J. A. Davila 
Pfc. C. M. Delatte 
Pvt. P. A. Delvalle 
Pvt. J. L. Diaz 
Pvt. T. A. Divittore 
*Pfc. T. C. Dodson 
Pvt. J. J. Doll 
Pvt. O. Dominguez 
Pvt. L. J. Earley 
Pvt. D. T. Egan 
Pfc. P. J. Elliott 
Pvt. E. W. Enjady III 
Pvt. N. S. Ferrell 
Pvt. F. J. Flores 
Pvt. M. A. Funes 
Pvt. R. M. Galvan 
Pvt. C. R. Gasperik 
Pvt. J. C. Gerringer 
Pvt. B. W. Gilroy 
Pvt. J. L. Gonzalez-Santana 
Pvt. G. T. Gurule Jr. 
Pvt. D. A. Guzman 
Pfc. R. S. Hem 
*Pfc. L. A. Hernandez 
Pvt. D. C. Heumesser 
Pvt. J. A. Hillhester 
Pvt. L. A. Hurtado-Arellano 
Pvt. C. J. Jackson 
Pvt. D. J. Jackson 
*Pfc. J. P. Jackson 
Pvt. D. R. Jacobson 
Pvt. D. A. Johnson 
Pvt. R. S. Joseph 
Pvt. D. M. Kargo 
Pvt. K. M. Kienitz 
Pfc. J. P. Kirk 
Pvt. C. J. Konstantakis 
Pfc. A. C. Kozlowski 
Pvt. D. M. Krukowski 
Pvt. J. L. Leal Jr. 
Pvt. R. A. Levin 
Pfc. M. J. Londos 
Pvt. P. J. Lopez 
Pvt. R. Lozano 
Pvt. A. N. Lukenbach 
Pfc. P. Madrigal Jr. 
Pvt. O. M. Martinez 
Pvt. O. R. Martinez 
*Pfc. J. K. Maxwell 
Pvt. B. T. Miquelon 
Pvt. D. J. Mitchell Jr. 
Pvt. F. Mora 
Pfc. J. L. Moyle 
Pvt. N. J. Nedrow 
Pvt. P. M. Oesterblad 
Pvt. M. W. Porter Jr. 
Pvt. N. A. Potthast 
Pfc. T. J. Prairie 
Pfc. S. E. Sims 
Pvt. S. N. Souza 

PLATOON 2131
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. D. Martinez 
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. T. Johnson
Sgt. G. Pond
Sgt. P. S. McCollough

COMPANY CURIOSITIES 
Echo Company men answer Chevron’s 
questions about their interests and 
boot camp experiences: 

Q: What’s the 
first thing you’ll 
do when you get 
home?

Pfc. Patrick S. 
Hendricks IV
Grand Prairie, Texas

A: Smoke a 
cigarette and drink a 
Dr. Pepper.

Q: Why did you 
join the Marine 
Corps?

Pfc. Brett F.T. 
Frongner
Syracuse, Utah

A: For the 
experience and to get 
away from home. 

Platoon 2131
HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. R. A. Meredith 
Canby, Oreg.
Recruited By 
Sgt. R. A. Decauelli

Platoon 2130
SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. R. S. Hem
Long Beach, Calif.
Recruited By 
Sgt. M. R. Ramirez

Platoon 2136
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. Valdiviez
Kansas City, Mo.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. I. Morina

*Pfc. C. W. Alameida III 
Pvt. R. Alcalasolis 
Pfc. L. A. Arandia 
Pvt. J. M. Bacak 
Pvt. T. K. Backer 
Pvt. C. E. Baker 
Pvt. J. D. Bamburg 
Pvt. M. R. Barger 
Pvt. J. L. Bauscher 
Pvt. A. G. Baye 
Pvt. I. Bazan 
Pfc. S. T. Beaury 
Pfc. J. G. Bergeron 
Pvt. G. W. Bert II 
Pvt. D. P. Bott 
Pvt. C. A. Brooks 
Pfc. B. J. Brown 
Pvt. B. D. Bulkley 
Pfc. P. E. Butler 
Pvt. D. Cano III 
Pvt. J. A. Castellanos 
Pvt. E. Chavez 
Pvt. J. R. Choi 
Pvt. S. D. Christie 
Pvt. J. N. Costello 
Pvt. J. D. Davis 
Pvt. R. A. Davis 
Pvt. E. Diaz 
Pvt. G. M. Dickey 
Pvt. D. Eliasojeda 
Pfc. O. Estrada 
Pvt. B. A. Falkner 
Pvt. M. J. Finley 
Pvt. D. L. Fraser 
Pvt. L. V. Frederickson 
Pvt. S. Fregoso Jr. 
Pfc. B. F. Frongner 
*Pfc. E. D. Fuentes 
Pfc. P. A. Galt 
Pvt. A. Gamino 
Pvt. S. C. Gayer III 
Pfc. J. S. Gilbert 
*Pfc. J. A. Gomez 
Pvt. J. P. Greenlee 
Pfc. M. T. Gribbon 
Pvt. A. Gutierrez 
Pfc. N. A. Haight 
Pvt. J. L.  Hale II 
Pfc. G. C. Hale 
Pfc. B. D. Haley 
Pvt. K. L. Hamm 
Pvt. M. L. Hayden 
Pfc. P. S. Hendricks IV 
Pfc. D. P. Hodges 
Pvt. S. S. Hofer 
Pfc. D. W. Hoyt 
Pvt. J. C. Humble 
Pvt. C. J. Johnson 

Pfc. C. R. Johnson 
Pvt. M. D. Johnsted 
Pvt. J. R. Jones 
Pvt. J. H. Kaufman III 
Pvt. M. W. Mahaffey 
Pvt. J. Malfovonray 
Pvt. M. A. Manci 
Pvt. C. Martinez 
Pvt. J. J. Martinez 
Pvt. G. G. McDowell 
*Pfc. R. A. Meredith 
Pvt. N. J. Mills 
Pvt. M. M. Montoya 
*Pfc. L. W. Moore 
Pvt. P. W. Moss 
Pvt. C. D. Moye II 
Pvt. W. D. Mullenix Jr. 
Pvt. J. A. Myers 
Pvt. J. F. Nading 
Pvt. C. R. Nakata 
Pfc. J. C. Navar 
Pvt. S. M. Nirider 
Pvt. S. R. Oakes 
Pvt. R. W. Olvera 

PLATOON 2133
Senior Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. B. Clark III
Drill Instructors
Gunnery Sgt. R. J. Smith
Gunnery Sgt. K. J. Cade

Pfc. D. A. Arcuri 
Pvt. E. R. Barger 
Pvt. M. T. Bartol 
Pvt. S. M. Boehm 
Pvt. T. R. Brooks 
Pvt. K. L. Brown 
Pfc. S. Chang 
Pvt. R. E. Closen 
Pvt. K. J. David 
Pvt. G. A. Edmeierquesada 
*Pfc. J. R. Farrell 
Pvt. C. E. Fausnaugh 
Pvt. J. F. Fitzsimmons 
Pvt. J. L. Foley 
Pvt. D. M. Garcia 
Pvt. S. N. Grosso 
Pfc. J. D. Hale 
Pvt. J. P. Hoffman 
Pvt. J. L. Houston 
Pvt. J. R. Howell III 
Pfc. B. J. Jones 
Pvt. M. A. Koopmeiners 
Pvt. J. K. Leseman 
Pvt. J. C. Masden 
Pvt. K. J. Medvik 
Pvt. H. Morales 
Pvt. J. A. Moreno 

Pvt. T. D. Morgan 
Pvt. L. A. Morris 
Pfc. Murillo L.
Pvt. S. M. Olivera 
Pvt. J. S. Or 
*Pfc. J. R. Parnell 
Pfc. G. I. Paynter 
Pvt. J. C. Pellegrino 
Pvt. J. M. Penn 
Pvt. T. A. Pereira 
Pvt. L. Perez Jr. 
Pvt. S. M. Phillips 
Pfc. D. E. Preiser 
*Pfc. L. I. Ramirez 
Pfc. N. A. Redfearn 
Pfc. A. S. Reed 
Pvt. B. S. Renhard 
Pvt. J. L. Reyes 
Pvt. G. Robledo 
Pfc. A. Robles 
Pvt. M. Rodriguez Jr. 
Pvt. J. L. Rodriguez 
Pvt. V. D. Ruiz 
Pvt. B. K. Rummer 
Pvt. D. Salinas II 
Pvt. J. C. Schoolfi eld Jr. 
Pvt. A. W. Schulte 
Pfc. J. A. Shaw 
Pfc. R. M. Sheffi eld 
Pvt. G. M. Simpson 
Pvt. D. R. Sims 
Pvt. A. Solis II 
Pvt. M. C. Spiker 
Pfc. K. E. Spratt 
Pvt. R. L. Stanley 
Pvt. J. L. Stark 
Pvt. B. A. Steensma 
Pvt. J. R. Strebel 
Pfc. C. R. Strelczyk 
Pvt. S. N. Tate 
Pvt. Z. W. Taylor 
Pfc. J. M. Teeters 
Pvt. D. K. Thompson 
Pfc. W. M. Walthers 
Pvt. S. A. Ward 
Pvt. K. J. Warren 
Pvt. R. T. Wearp 
Pvt. D. M. Whitaker 
Pfc. J. G. Wier 
Pvt. B. D. Wille 
Pvt. A. Williams 
Pvt. B. M. Willis 
*Pfc. E. S. Wilson 
Pfc. G. W. Winchowky 
Pvt. P. M. Wood 

PLATOON 2134
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. B. A. Price

Pvt. L. T. Houser, Platoon 2129, Company E, lifts weights during the 2.5-
mile strength and endurance course here Nov. 8. Pvt. Charlie Chavez/Chevron

Retired Lt. Col.      
Tom Wall

PARADE REVIEWING OFFICER

Lt. Col. Tom Wall joined the 

Marine Corps in 1964 and spent 

20 years as Marine Corps aviator 

and former tactical helicopter 

squadron commander with over 

1,000 combat missions fl own in 

the Republic of Vietnam. He is 

a graduate of the U.S. Marine 

Corps Command & Staff  College.

From July 1980 to November 

1983, he served as executive 

offi  cer and commanding offi  cer 

of Marine Medium Helicopter 

Squadron 163. During that 

time, the squadron earned 

Chief of Naval Operations 

Aviation Safety Awards in 1980, 

1982, and 1983. In 1981, the 

squadron was honored as the 

Marine Corps Aviation Asso-

ciation Helicopter Squadron of 

the Year. He retired from the 

Marine Corps in 1984.

He has a Bachelor of Arts 

from Penn State University, a 

Master of Arts from the Uni-

versity of Minnesota, a Master 

of Science from the University 

of Southern California, and 

a Master of Business Admin-

istration from Pepperdine 

University where he graduated 

with honors.

Wall is currently a reserve 

police offi  cer for the City of 

Laguna Beach, California. At 

60, he was the honor graduate of 

the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 

Academy, and the 1998 Orange 

County Reserve Rookie Police 

Offi  cer of the Year. On weekends 

and holidays, he works a patrol 

shift  in Laguna Beach.

Wall works full-time as the 

Southern California Manager of 

Homeland Security and Public 

Outreach for URS Corporation, 

an international Fortune 100 

company. He has also served as 

president and spokesperson for 

numerous professional and non-

profi t organizations including 

chambers of commerce, com-

munity college foundations, and 

professional associations. He 

is the host of “Pride and Patri-

ots,” a 30-minute Time Warner 

Communications cable TV show 

highlighting military patriots in 

Orange County, California.

His service decorations in-

clude two Distinguished Flying 

Crosses, the Meritorious Service 

Medal, 51 Combat Air Medals, 

the Navy Commendation Medal 

with Combat V, and the Purple 

Heart.

RECRUIT 
SPOTLIGHT

by Pvt. Charlie Chavez
Chevron staff 

Aft er a worried college student 

found his mother was in harm’s way 

during a roadside bomb 

in Baghdad, Iraq, he 

contemplates the situa-

tion he chose to ignore 

and focuses his thoughts 

on joining the Marine Corps.

Pvt. Phillip M. Oesterblad, Pla-

toon 2130, Company E, grew up in 

Anchorage, Alaska, and never had 

any thoughts of joining the military 

while in high school. Aft er attending 

college in Alaska and Arizona, he re-

alized that he did not know enough 

about America’s role in the situation 

in Iraq.

“While I was in college, some of 

the other students would have politi-

cal discussions about the confl ict 

in Iraq and I realized I didn’t know 

enough not to sound like an idiot,” 

said Oesterblad. “So I read some 

literature about it.”

Oesterblad was attending Mesa 

Community College in Arizona 

when his mother Genny Lammers 

convinced her husband Terri Lam-

mers to move with her to Iraq and 

work there for the experience. Th ey 

agreed with one another and Terri 

moved to Iraq before Genny.

“My mother fl ew in aft er him into 

Jordan,” said Oesterblad. 

“When she got there, she paid 

someone to smuggle her into Bagh-

dad. While she was waiting to enter 

the green zone into Baghdad in a 

cab, a vehicle four cars ahead blew 

up from a roadside bomb. Marines 

in the area shot suppression fi re into 

the general area to eliminate insur-

gents and avoid further bombs,” said 

Oesterblad.

“My mothers guide was shot in 

the head and the cab driver instinc-

tively pushed her head down, so she 

threw his hand off  and removed the 

veil over her face (that was conceal-

ing her identity as an American) and 

ran toward the Marines holding her 

American passport in the air. Im-

mediately, four Marines ran to her 

and took her to a safe haven,” said 

Oesterblad.

Oesterblad was surprised when 

he found his mother’s decision to go 

to Iraq nearly turned out to be life 

threatening, so he contemplated his 

mother’s near-death experience and 

the role the Marines played in saving 

her life. 

“Since (then), I started 

realizing more about what 

was happening in Iraq; 

I thought about joining 

the military while in college,” said 

Oesterblad. “I personally believe that 

one of the most important objectives 

the military has in Iraq is to protect 

civilians and contractors who are 

helping to rebuild peoples lives and 

homes.”

Oesterblad felt prepared to 

discuss and attempt to understand 

other people’s ideas and beliefs of 

the importance and role of America 

in Iraq aft er it hit close to home for 

him. 

“Talking about it and not un-

derstanding how real it can be was 

something that I had to experience 

fi rst-hand,” said Oesterblad. “Now 

I am prepared to do my part to save 

people’s lives and fi ght for my coun-

try in the Marines.”

Working through recruit train-

ing plays a miniscule part in the 

20-year-old infantryman’s plans to 

become politically involved in the 

United States government and per-

haps foreign diplomatic issues.

“Recruit training is a means to an 

end,” said Oesterblad. “Th e Marines 

will be an extremely good-look-

ing background to get involved in a 

political profession.”

Working through boot camp 

worked out well for Oesterblad, who 

managed to catch attention from his 

drill instructor.

“I think he is an outstanding 

recruit and the fact that he wants 

to help make a diff erence and help 

rebuild is great,” said Sgt. Francisco 

W. Ortega, drill instructor, Platoon 

2130, Co. E. “He is a good recruit as 

well. He is very intelligent and he did 

a very good job.” 

Hoping to minimize the amount 

of civilian deaths in Iraq and work 

in foreign diplomacies is something 

that Oesterblad looks forward to 

accomplishing during his time in the 

Marine Corps and throughout life.

Drill Instructors
Sgt. C. A. Carrier
Sgt. L. Rodriguez

Pvt. J. D. Almendarez 
Pvt. P. B. Archer 
Pvt. D. J. Barber 
Pvt. J. R. Begay 
Pfc. J. N. Berezin 
Pvt. B. L. Bontrager 
Pvt. A. Bounleuttay 
Pvt. K. M. Brennan 
Pvt. K. D. Brickey 
Pfc. M. Bucaoto 
Pfc. T. J. Carpenter 
Pvt. P. C. Carrasco 
Pfc. T. A. Case 
Pfc. T. J. Christ 
Pfc. D. C. Delaney 
Pvt. J. F. Denney 
Pvt. K. R. Dennis 
Pvt. J. V. Diaz 
Pvt. B. A. Dockendorf 
*Pfc. D. P. Dukevares 
Pvt. C. J. Dumont 
Pfc. M. O. Escobar 
Pvt. C. D. Escudero 
Pvt. A. Estrada 
Pfc. R. A. Ford Jr. 
Pvt. G. D. Garcia 
Pvt. O. Garciauriostegui 
Pvt. D. F. Garrett 
Pvt. J. M. Gessitz 
Pvt. J. Gonzalezduarte 
Pvt. L. Graham Jr. 
Pvt. W. A. Gutierrez 
*Pfc. D. P. Herman 
Pvt. V. H. Hernandez 
Pfc. W. L. Hogno 
Pvt. K. T. Honstrom 
Pvt. J. S. Housekeeper 
Pvt. J. G. Ibarra 
Pvt. B. J. Ignacio 
Pvt. J. J. Jackson 
Pvt. Z. A. Jackson 
Pvt. P. A. Jimenez 
Pvt. D. R. Jones 
Pvt. M. S. Kraft 
*Pfc. D. J. Kraus 
Pvt. C. A. Lawton 
Pvt. D. R. Leddy 
Pvt. T. E. Lipinski 
Pvt. Little II R. L. 
Pvt. B. G. Llamas 
Pvt. A. J. Lowisz 
Pvt. G. A. Makovsky III 
Pfc. R. K. Marshall 
Pvt. E. J. Martinez 
Pvt. M. J. McClung 
Pvt. A. W. McDowell 
Pvt. J. M. Montiel 
Pvt. R. S. Morrow 
Pvt. K. A. Mote 
Pvt. C. M. Murphy 
Pvt. G. E. Natasowski 
Pfc. V. W. Navarrette 
Pvt. J. A. Nazareno 
Pvt. E. E. Nieto 
Pfc. S. W. Oldenburg 
Pvt. L. A. Ornelas 
Pvt. D. A. Ortiz 
*Pfc. J. A. Pate 
Pfc. S. M. Patten 
Pvt. P. H. Perez 
Pvt. M. Perezherrera 
Pfc. J. J. Placensia 
Pvt. J. A. Robison 
Pvt. A. N. Rogers 
Pfc. K. Schoenwetter 
Pvt. R. Seelbach 
Pvt. I. Serrato 
Pvt. J. S. Smith 
Pfc. B. J. Stanzil 
Pfc. J. W. Strempel 
Pvt. J. A. Stuempert 
Lance Cpl. D. Svensson 
Pfc. J. E. Szot 
Pfc. F. S. Tamayo 
Pvt. K. M. Taylor 
Pvt. M. L. Tonn 

PLATOON 2135
Senior Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. D. E. Patton
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. A. Abrego
Sgt. P. Rodriguez
Staff Sgt. D. E. Chambers

Pvt. A. J. Aumick 
Pvt. J. T. Bergquist 
Pvt. J. R. Besserman 
Pvt. J. M. Buchholz 
Pvt. J. L. Carl 
Pvt. A. D. Carmack 
Pfc. D. M. Cox 
Pvt. C. L. Daniels 
Pvt. C. E. Demattos 
Pfc. E. J. Dondlinger 
Pfc. S. T. Finn 
Pvt. C. A. Flanick 
Pvt. R. R. Flores 
Pvt. M. P. Florin 
Pvt. G. Gonzalez 
Pvt. J. A. Gualbert 

Pvt. E. B. Jacobson 
Pvt. J. A. Klem 
*Pfc. A. J. Kostek 
Pvt. L. W. Lessig 
Pvt. M. C. Lopez 
Pvt. J. A. Lyke 
Pvt. J. P. Malutin 
Pvt. N. R. Manning 
Pvt. M. A. Martinez 
Pvt. L. C. Mattila 
Pfc. N. R. Maxwell 
*Pfc. J. A. Medina Jr. 
Pfc. A. L. Montecalvo 
Pvt. N. W. Na 
Pvt. D. L. Obrien 
Pvt. C. A. Orstad 
*Pfc. T. S. Otwell 
Pfc. K. C. Page 
Pvt. A. R. Papke 
Pvt. J. D. Parker 
Pvt. B. R. Parks 
Pvt. J. D. Partin Jr. 
Pvt. B. G. Peck 
Pvt. A. C. Pendergrass 
Pvt. S. Perezsolis 
Pfc. T. C. Perron 
Pvt. J. F. Perry Jr. 
Pvt. A. J. Petro 
*Pfc. D. L. Putman 
Pvt. M. W. Rasmussen 
Pvt. L. J. Ray 
Pfc. T. M. Rebecchi 
Pvt. K. D. Reynolds 
Pvt. R. K. Ridner II 
Pfc. K. B. Roberts 
Pvt. A. R. Rodriguez 
Pvt. S. M. Root 
Pvt. B. M. Rork 
Pvt. V. M. Russell 
Pvt. B. J. Rye 
Pvt. D. R. Sabastian 
Pfc. F. C. Sanchez 
Pvt. A. L. Schubert 
Pvt. B. D. Schwartzer 
Pvt. R. S. Sembiring 
Pfc. T. L. Smith 
Pvt. K. A. Stadtmueller 
Pvt. J. L. Stead 
Pfc. O. S. Stewart 
Pvt. T. T. Taylor 
Pvt. C. E. Torres 
Pvt. A. A. Torrescastillo 
Pfc. R. T. Tracey 
Pvt. J. D. Turner 
Pvt. C. P. Vaculik 
Pvt. R. W. Vandeloecht 
Pvt. F. Vanegasmorataya 
Pfc. J. L. Vargas 
Pfc. J. J. Vennix 
Pfc. B. C. Watson 
Pfc. C. G. Whitman 
Pvt. A. R. Williams 
Pvt. C. R. Winkleman 
Pvt. D. L. Yellow 

PLATOON 2136
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. E. Penameza
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. T. R. Macias 
Sgt. D. Lochard
Sgt. N. C. Hibbs

Pvt. J. S. Aldous 
Pfc. F. J. Bautista 
Pvt. R. L. Bennett 
Pvt. E. Bermudez Jr. 

*Pfc. S. M. Berryman 
Pvt. M. B. Botello 
Pvt. R. L. Carrigan 
Pvt. J. R. Castillon 
*Pfc. J. A. Ceja 
Pvt. J. K. Cressy 
Pvt. A. L. Dominguez 
Pvt. D. A. Dominguez 
Pvt. T. T. Dunn 
Pfc. C. P. Elliott 
Pvt. J. K. Garrison 
Pvt. G. M. Good 
Pvt. W. S. Graham 
Pvt. P. A. Greiner 
Pvt. T. W. Johnson 
Pvt. R. T. Jones 
Pfc. A. C. Keller 
Pvt. S. Martinez 
Pfc. D. Medina 
Pvt. C. P. Moore 
Pvt. D. S. Odea 
Pvt. J. W. Olsa 
Pfc. N. D. Otto 
Pvt. J. P. Patterson III 
Pvt. C. G. Pesch 
Pvt. D. A. Peters 
Pvt. A. D. Place 
Pfc. A. Reyes 
Pvt. J. R. Reyes 
Pvt. T. L. Riskowski Jr. 
Pvt. J. W. Ritter 
Pfc. J. A. Robson 
Pvt. B. R. Rodascorado 
Pvt. J. T. Rodman 
Pvt. G. A. Rodriguez 
Pvt. J. R. Roede 
Pvt. G. J. Rohde 
Pvt. J. L. Rose 
Pvt. R. R. Rosenburg 
Pfc. E. A. Salazar 
Pvt. F. R. Sanders 
Pvt. Z. J. Sankey 
Pfc. M. C. Sarver 
Pvt. J. R. Schultheis 
Pvt. T. L. Scott 
Pvt. J. A. Sharp 
Pvt. R. N. Sheppard 
Pvt. C. R. Sherman 
Pfc. M. A. Shomate 
Pvt. D. M. Siscoe 
Pvt. R. D. Slagle 
Pvt. T. S. Spurlin 
Pfc. J. A. Steinmetz 
Pvt. B. W. Stewart 
Pvt. S. R. Stewart 
Pvt. J. G. Stubbs 
Pfc. J. B. Tennyson 
Pfc. S. B. Thapa 
Pvt. M. T. Till 
Pfc. K. S. Todd 
*Pfc. D. Valdiviez 
Pvt. S. O. Vasquezrivera 
Pvt. W. A. Vielman 
Pvt. A. J. Vient 
Pvt. E. L. Vigil 
Pvt. F. D. Villalobos 
Pfc. T. A. Wagner 
Pvt. T. L. Warford Jr. 
Pvt. B. J. Warren 
Pvt. I. S. Woehler 
*Pfc. N. Yang 
Pvt. S. D. Zamora 
Pvt. A. W. Zykan 

*Meritorious promotion

Pvt. Phillip M. Oesterblad, Platoon 2130, Company E, cleans his rifle the night before the battalion 
commander’s inspection. Every recruit must pass the inspection to graduate.  Pvt. Charlie Chavez/Chevron

Son fi lls personal void about US role in Iraq after 
Marines save his mother from Iraqi insurgents

Ready to fi ght, rebuild
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by Pvt. Charlie Chavez
Chevron staff 

Marines and Coast Guardsmen fi lled the depot’s 

Field House with bone-popping grunts and ear split-

ting whistles during the fi rst Commanding General’s 

Cup Arm Wrestling Tournament Tuesday.

With the Coast Guard making up the majority of 

the 42 participants, the Marine representation was 

minimal.

 Some of the competitors were upset that a more 

diverse group of services didn’t come out to give more 

of a challenge. 

“Our girls were really strong in this competition,” 

said Coast Guard Chief Petty Offi  cer Gina Strickland. 

“I was really looking forward to getting a challenge 

from some of the girls in the Marine Corps though.” 

Strickland took fi rst place in the women’s 131 lbs. 

and over competition, beating Coast Guard Petty Of-

fi cer 2nd Class Marcia Stone.

In the men’s 150-175 lbs. competition, Gunnery 

Sgt. Paul Agan, Recruit Training Regiment, beat Coast 

Guard Petty Offi  cer 2nd Class Cory Yates in what 

proved to be a long and strenuous match.

“It feels pretty good to have won,” said Agan. 

“Maybe more people could have came out. It would 

have been more fun, especially since the entire Coast 

Guard is here.”

In the competition for the men’s 176-200 lbs., Coast 

Guard Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class Josh Field beat Gunnery 

Sgt. Carnell Martin, RTR, in a quick slam.

Th e men’s 201-220 lbs. competition ended with 

Coast Guard Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class Mike Kingsbury, 

Coast Guard team, fi nishing off  Coast Guard Petty 

Offi  cer 3rd Class Troy Fuller, Coast Guard team, aft er 

a short match. 

Aft er a much anticipated match, Headquarters and 

Service Battalion’s Cpl. Matt Broese beat Coast Guard 

Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class Anthony Vottero in the fi nal 

men’s weight class 221 lbs. and over. 

“I really liked the tournament,” said Broese. “It was 

really cool, but we need more participation.”

Finishing out the men’s 40 years and older master’s 

competition, 1st Sgt. Andrew Bahney, RTR, and 

rivaled friend Sgt. Maj. Scott Mearkle, RTR, set off  in a 

strenuous fi nish for the master’s class.

Th e next scheduled CG’s Cup event is the Turkey 

Trot fun run today.

Coast Guard Petty Officer 2nd Class Cory Yates clenches fists with Gunnery Sgt. Paul 
Agan, Recruit Training Regiment. Agan won and took first place. Pvt. Charlie Chavez/Chevron photos

Coast Guard Cmdr. Mark Ogle scowls as Sgt. Maj. Scott Mearkle, Recruit Training 
Regiment, pins his backhand.

Agan pulls down on the arm of Coast Guard Petty Officer 2nd Class Cory Yates, winning 
first place in the men’s 150-175 lbs. weight class.

Coast Guard Petty Officer 3rd Class Marcy Stone clenches her teeth in a face off against 
Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Teresa Hass. Spectators cheered them on.

SLAM!
 Marines, Coasties
gather at fi eld house
for arms competition


